Name__________________________________ Period _______
LAB:  YOUR PERSONAL TIME SCALE

Problem:  How can you demonstrate the relative lengths of time between past events and the scale of your life?

Procedure:

1. On the back of this paper, write down at least 15-20 events that have happened in your life.  Use the columns to record your data.  In the first column “Event”, write something you can remember from your life (examples might include starting school, being born, having a brother or sister born, a vacation, one especially memorable birthday, etc.).  In the next the next column “My Age”, write how old you were (or think you were) when the event happened.  In the last column “Years Before Present” subtract your age then from your age now to determine how long ago each event happened.
2. Cut a piece of paper tape 18 inches long.

3. Mark a straight line across your paper about 1 inch in from one end. Label this line “TODAY: 0 years”.  Place the end of your ruler on the line you just made.  Mark off every one inch down the entire length of your paper strip. Label the marks by 1 year intervals all the way to the end (example 1 year, 2 years, 3 years, etc.).  The final mark should be labeled 16 years.
4. Now that your time scale is finished with every year labeled, use the data you created about your life to label your paper tape.  Start with the first event you listed (example: the day you were born).
To do this:  Find how many years ago on your paper tape and label it “I was born.”  Continue labeling all events until you get to the most recent “today”.

5. Answer all of the questions on this lab sheet.

Questions (answer after you complete the procedure):
1. What was the hardest thing for you to complete for your timeline?
2. What was easiest thing for you to complete for your timeline?

3. During which five (5) year period do you have the most information?
4. During which five (5) year period do you have the least information?
5. Why do you think you have more things during some periods of time than during others?

	EVENT
	MY AGE
	YEARS BEFORE PRESENT
	Placed on my timeline (check off as  you do them)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


